104                   Mahabharata: A Criticism.
ature which does not purport to be a history of events
cannot be taken to prove that the Pandavas [never
existed or that the war was never fought, nor can they,
from the actions ascribed to them, be looked upon as
imaginary heroes. Again, although Janmejaya Parik-
shita and his Brahmahatya are mentioned in the Sha-
tapatha Brahmana there is nothing to show that that
Brahmahatya was the guilt of the Mahabharata fight.
Had it been so the Shatapatha Brahmana would very
probably have said a word indicating the nature of the
Brahmahatya. Nor does it seem that the Parikshitas
had any worldly fall. On the contrary they were re-
membered for their great horse-sacrifices, the perform-
ance of which shows that they were in the height of
their glory.
Having so far shown that the Pandavas were real
beings and that they and not Janmejaya were the parties
to the great war, we will proceed to give a sketch of the
events described in the Mahabharata omitting mytho-
logical stories or simplifying them where possible.